Mq dear Farishioncrs, Wclcomc to this [ aster!

QOur |_ent started with the GosPcl passage of the tcmPtations of Jesus in the desert
that taught us to be faithful to the [Father, to His Word and His (Grace; to be faithful to Him.
This year; whatever uncertainties and fears we are living with in our world todag; our | ord Jcsus

has invited us to remain in the God of l_i]cc. [ asteris the celebration of that (God of | ife and is
notjust celebrated for one dag onlg. [ asteris celebrated for Fi&g glorious clays bcginning todag

and culminating on the Solcmnitg of Fcntccost‘ [ asteris the “Mothcr of all I:casts” because we
remember the grcat love of the Fathcr]cor us, whose 50!’1, Jcsus Chris‘c, bg dying clcstrogcd
death and bg rising restored all of us to | ife. This is the feast of the Fassovcr of the | ord; the
new dag; the new creation; the new life. [ aster reminds us that there is light ahead of us and
darkness and fears can be left behind. This [T aster should also remind us of the bcginnings of the
Church when the disciplcs were still hiding forfear of Pcrsccution and uncertainty about life, but
the Risen | ord was ca”ing them out to meet [{im again in Galilee. T herefore, this [ aster
cha”cngcs us to continue what Jcsus taught His clisciplcs and to live by His cxamPlc. |t teaches
us to take courage that dcspitc whatever we face in our world, the Risen | ord Jcsus Christ,
through the power of the Holy SPirit, is more present and active in our lives than ever. | etus
allow Jcsus Christ to live in us that Kisen | ife for which He came to save us!

On the [ aster Vigil, we recalled (God’s story ~ which is also in our story of salvation.
The liturgg of the Word re-enacts that story and wcjoyucuug celebrate the Risen | ord in our
midst as [ e offers Himself anew in the Holg 5acri{:icc of the Mass, csPccially as we receive our
Blcsscd and Holg (ommunion. We do thisin a sPirit of thanksgiving to (God who gives [His own
Son to die in order to rescue us from the slavcr3 of sin and death and fear. | invite you; may we five
as Pcoplc clccplg touched bg the resurrection and Proclaim: Christis Risen, Alleluia! Mag our
sPiritual encounter with the Risen | ord on ourjourncg of faith touch us clccplg and transform us
as He did for His Disciplcs. | etus take a bit more time for Pcrsonal rcﬂcction, more time for our
families at home, our ncighbors, our co-workers and our fellow students.

Maq the resurrection lead us to be the best version of oursc/vcs; committed to

live out our Baptismal Promiscs that we l’lavc_just renewed.

thn we live the new life of the Jcsus’ Rcsurrcction, where we are, we do become the
best version of ourselves. ] invite you to become what St Augustinc referred to as an “Eastcr
FcoPlc”, a PcoPlc transformed into disciplcs and stewards who commit to give their lives in witness
to draw others into [1is | _ove and Kingdom. MB prayer for you this [ asteris that you live as
Pcoplc dccplg touched by the Resurrection and Proclaim that: (Christ is Risen, Allelusa, Alleluia?

-Fr. Rafael Hinojosa, St. Anthony Church, Oakley, CA April 2022 Easter Message

BLESSED AND HAPPY EASTER IN THE JOY OF OUR RISEN SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST! L)‘ ﬁ}\ Lr)\/L
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