
 

August 2026: News, Resources & Upcoming Diocesan Events 
 

This pastoral newsletter includes news, events and resources. For recurring events, please 
see the individual office newsletter. 

 

Office of Human Life & Dignity 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

  

Sign up for the Mass HERE 

 

  

 
Will your parish be sending a bus down to the NJ Rally and 
March in Trenton? 
 
If so, please let us know by 
emailing magnese@diometuchen.org, and don’t forget to 
register your bus with NJ March for Life! 
 
A bus will be departing from the St. John Neumann Pastoral 
Center at 7:15am. Space is limited! Register by 
visiting: https://diometuchen.org/humanlifeanddignity 
Text Link 

 

  

  

 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6avNJ_cyuG9msQoO5LC2pH1R1dRk-37dwZIgWzKFx4pzHzeLvYAwKt06X8AsRVuJ1yIKdqDGTGUBVp-daXJArSNeF1_ZItOaSbqH8arVUPX9Bq3OlMWU8GOU2eEJphBgcR7xdfYGphuxd&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
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LifeChain - Oct. 4, 2026 
 

LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of pro-life individuals 
standing for 90 minutes praying for our nation and for an end to abortion. It is a 
visual statement of solidarity by participants of all faiths, especially the Christian 
community, that abortion kills children and that the Church supports the sanctity 
of human life from the moment of conception until natural death. Official locations 
will be announced soon! 
Text Link 

  

 

  

Sign up here! 

 

 

Feminine Genius Brunch 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 

9:30 AM–12:30 PM 
St. John Neumann Pastoral Center 

 
Mark your calendars for the 2026 Feminine 
Genius Brunch! Join women from across the 
diocese for a morning of fellowship, reflection, 
and encouragement—an opportunity to gather 
as women and to reflect on and celebrate our 
unique qualities as women. Inspired by St. John 
Paul II’s vision of the “feminine genius,” this 
gathering invites women of all ages to more 
deeply discover the unique ways they are called 
to enrich the world. 
 
Last year’s brunch offered a beautiful reminder 
of the dignity, gifts, and vocation of women in 
the life of the Church. To revisit highlights from 
last year, here is a link to some info: 
https://catholicspirit.com/news/women-
reminded-they-are-feminine-genius 
 

You can also watch Jay Donofrio's interview 
with last year’s speaker 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGq6
KmIWt8o 

  

 

My Beautiful One 

 
Have you or someone you know received a prenatal diagnosis? 
If so, you are not alone. My Beautiful One is a ministry of 
pastoral accompaniment, serving parents carrying to term 
following a prenatal diagnosis. Our service is free and focuses on 
meeting the pastoral needs of expectant parents as they seek to 

honor the life of their baby, no matter how frail or how brief. For information or support, 
email us at my.beautiful.one@rcan.org  or visit our website www.rcan.org/my-beautiful-
one. We will respond to your inquiry within 24 hours. 
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My Beautiful One ministry does not provide healthcare advice or treatment, does not 
collect any payments for services provided, and is not a covered entity engaging in 
covered transactions under HIPAA. Unless required by law all personal information and 
communication will remain confidential. 
                               

  

 

Bioethical Insights 
in Magnifica Humanitas 

 
Joseph Meaney, PhD, KM 
In his first encyclical letter, Magnifica 
Humanitas, Pope Leo XIV focuses on 
Catholic Social Teaching as applied 
to Artificial Intelligence (AI). Within 
this context, several of his points 
highlight bioethical challenges in the 
current digital revolution. The pope 
reaffirms that AI is a system of 
advanced data processing that 
imitates the human intellect but 
completely lacks a body, emotions, 
moral conscience, and spiritual 
capacity. He stresses the 
harmfulness of the transhumanist 
and posthumanist technological 
aspirations that undermine the dignity 
of the human person in multiple 
ways. 

 

 

  

The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center (NCBC) provides 
education, guidance, and 
resources to the Church and 
society to uphold the dignity of the 
human person in health care and 
biomedical research, thereby 
sharing in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ and his Church. 

 

 

  

 

  

Jennifer A. Ruggiero, M.A. 
Secretary, Secretariat for Family and Pastoral Life 

Director, Office of Human Life & Dignity 
(732) 562-1990 

jruggiero@diometuchen.org 

 

  

Maria Agnese 
Program Coordinator 
(732) 562-1990 
magnese@diometuchen.org 

  

 

 

Office of OCIA 
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Rebuild My Church - Upcoming Formation Events 
on the Stages of the Catechumenate. 

 
 

The Office of OCIA is pleased to announce that it will be hosting 
three formation events, in honor of the Jubilee of St. Francis, 
beginning on Saturday, September 26. These formation events 
will provide parish OCIA Directors and their respective team members with an 
in-depth analysis of the various stages of the Catechumenate, beginning with 
arguably the most important stage, the Period of Inquiry (or the Pre-
Catechumenate), which aims to foster an initial conversion and a personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ. The first session will be held at St. James in 
Basking Ridge. The second session, which will focus on the Period of the 
Catechumenate, will be held at St. Matthias (Somerset) on Saturday, November 
14. The third and final session, focusing on the Period of Purification and 
Enlightenment, as well as the Period of Mystagogy, will be held at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton (Three Bridges) and is scheduled for Saturday, January 23, 2027. 
Dr. Bill Keimig, Director of the Catechetical Institute at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, will lead all three sessions. We are also hoping to collaborate with 
the Association for Catechumenal Ministry (https://acmocia.org/) to provide our 
people with the resources they need to develop and strengthen parish-based 
OCIA in the diocese. Of course, if anyone has any questions or concerns, 
please contact Adam Carlisle, Secretary for Evangelization and 
Communication, at acarlisle@diometuchen.org. 

 

  

  

  

 

Contact: For questions pertaining to OCIA, please contact rcia@diometuchen.org 
 

Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
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Youth Minister Meet up and 
Formation! 

Saturday, August 22nd 
 

Calling all youth ministers and youth leaders! 
 

Join us for a morning of Holy Mass, breakfast 
and a Franciscan Institute workshop lead by 

Dr. Stella Jeffrey. 
 

This workshop will focus on how youth 
ministers work in relationship to their Pastor, 
parents of the youth, and even their Bishop. 
This is an excellent opportunity to show how 

youth minsters relate to their whole parish and 
Jesus Christ's Church! 

 
The signup is only $10 per person. Please 

register by August 17th. 
(all who work with the youth are welcome!) 

 
Thank you and God Bless! 

 
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/oPlS

gA 
 

 

  

 

 
Jay Donofrio 
Director, Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
(732)-243-4576 
jdonofrio@diometuchen.org 
 

  

 

 

Ongoing Faith Formation 
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Registration Link 

 

 

"Magnificent Humanity: On 
Safeguarding the Human 

Person in the Time of 
Artificial Intelligence" 

 

Thursdays, Sept. 10 – Dec. 10, 2026 

10:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, 
Piscataway 

 

This fall, Fr. Glenn Comandini will walk 
adult faith formation students through Pope 
Leo's first encyclical -- which examines 
how digitalization, AI and robotics 
challenge humanity. The Holy Father 
proposes a path which safeguards human 
dignity and the common good. 

 

 

 

  

 

Maria Agnese 
Program Coordinator 
(732) 562-1990 
magnese@diometuchen.org 

  

 

 

Office of Family Life 
 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6ahK1niL7LYGS47Q-uV8ZrbDwfsnQ7InW10VZYeoDmUxP2W9__shZKVM2Y5haYgatqfM-ddBWkttYocLF890zEoXuUrgARjEqmgrm0tRm4HB2bLcj6Bos7Wu-YK7M8b-JRQw3MGr3dRJd&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
mailto:magnese@diometuchen.org


  

 

  

 

 

With the “dog days” of summer upon us, 
why not plan to treat yourself to a Marriage 
Encounter Experience in the fall? 
 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience gives you the time and tools to 
enrich your marriage, deepen 
communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. 
 

This special event will be held at St. Joseph by the Sea, Mantoloking, 
October 9 – 11. 
 

Friday evening session – virtual via Zoom from your home or hotel. 
Saturday & Sunday – commute to St. Joseph from your home or hotel. 
 

Please apply ASAP as space is limited. 
Phone 1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom & Ruth DeFalco). 
 

Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more information. 
x 

 

  

  

 



  

Additional Info HERE  

 

 

The Catholic Parent 
 

Parents are invited to a new group which will 
meet 2 Fridays a month at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
beginning on September 26th. Meetings will 
include watching a brief video on a topic 
particular to Catholic parenting and discussing 
as a group. Topics will include desiring holiness 
for your child, child temperaments, family 
culture, strong marriage, and being an effective 
witness, among others. The group is intended 
for those with children in the home and new 
parents are particularly welcome as developmental stages will be discussed! If 
interested, please contact Cristina at cdaverso@diometuchen.org.  

 

  

  

 

Trinity House Community Groups 
 
Trinity House Community Groups help parishes foster deeper 
relationships among families through meaningful conversations, 
shared meals, prayer, and hospitality. Designed to strengthen family 
life and build authentic community, the program provides everything 
needed to launch and sustain small groups within your parish. 

Scholarships are available for annual parish participation, which includes access to 
leader resources, discussion materials, training, and ongoing support. 

  

 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6an8tq5dPelvXbbQ9_iWcq0w6qbtWEMOcz4nSSJUTD4BxY0Dn0paVtp2M7meD0xv_5pOiM6HGVpEDMIZNmlOQgM2XWaiVtFwRZJZQW9hI6Z871qLawHLQSptWit8sDIfr5pjTqVQ88zES-ucqEghBE_A=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==


 
Read this OSV News article about a Trinity House group in Virginia! "Finding 'Heaven 
in Your Home': Trinity House Groups Build Faith and Family"  
 
For more information, visit: trinityhousecommunity.org 

  

 

New Marriage Catechumenate 
 
The Office of Family Life is seeking parishes willing to pilot the new Marriage 
Catechumenate, as called for by the Vatican Dicastery of Laity, Family and Life. This 
unique form of marriage preparation involves married couples meeting with and 
mentoring engaged couples one-on-one. Pastors interested are encouraged to identify 
married couples within their parishes who could serve as mentors and contact Cristina 
for details at cdaverso@diometuchen.org A training for mentors will be planned for the 
Fall. 

  

 

  

 

Cristina D'Averso-Collins, M.T.S., M.S.P. 
Director, Office of Family Life 

732-562-1990  
cdaverso@diometuchen.org 

 

  

 

Office of Hispanic Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry 
 

Hispanic Bible School 
  

 

  

 

Hispanic Bible School 
The Diocese of Metuchen will launch a new cycle 
of the Hispanic Bible School. On August 20, 
2026, we will begin the Introduction of Sacred 
Scriptures course. Classes will be held in person on 
Thursday from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at St John 
Neuman Pastoral Center (146 Metlars Ln, 
Piscataway NJ). 
For more information and registration 
visit https://diometuchen.org/taller-de-biblia-
introduccion 

 

  

 

Hispanic Heritage Mass 
  

 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6avNJ_cyuG9msvnzXerSZ6R9XImXvLOl1XXf9KoPnMnVzF5hpSUIhYKUDwcC8yVwTLoTXqz7xCz4qbZ9-ACXGdLPoopJmqC8_JJdrD8WnFC-jtQi1M_LFZ_1gS2o7_7KWq3amdcC7PMya4zbZnB9ojmFwzctBvITpCSXMnLilm6hMusSYqKeMFcM9rbvOBQTml1EFEEBZyb8ifC7HOHbEFHFBE_P2LkUItZupv-F5160WwYU7RScsRUh3SvulOQUDvW1p8-vya4_pTvupL4XvCjrByRtHGigvWUTyQtxJZt73mpcOWo5J1AaB1eMEBxCRwljKhO2-FtFbxFP60A-CNCm7JdAe0nz7UYYHLkbecrZEkMi0UDLPMnphn6kV-E-BdmGXZC1fkvf0r15SzHNi8XZN19o3Ddzr8-WqGJxe1OPYFYUYR_VV9A_DRD-OxxupLrOBlbgGGVggQi1KOIBh__qmB33dAPgRZipxVrgHHcJ-M9nf8pVBje8=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6avNJ_cyuG9msvnzXerSZ6R9XImXvLOl1XXf9KoPnMnVzF5hpSUIhYKUDwcC8yVwTLoTXqz7xCz4qbZ9-ACXGdLPoopJmqC8_JJdrD8WnFC-jtQi1M_LFZ_1gS2o7_7KWq3amdcC7PMya4zbZnB9ojmFwzctBvITpCSXMnLilm6hMusSYqKeMFcM9rbvOBQTml1EFEEBZyb8ifC7HOHbEFHFBE_P2LkUItZupv-F5160WwYU7RScsRUh3SvulOQUDvW1p8-vya4_pTvupL4XvCjrByRtHGigvWUTyQtxJZt73mpcOWo5J1AaB1eMEBxCRwljKhO2-FtFbxFP60A-CNCm7JdAe0nz7UYYHLkbecrZEkMi0UDLPMnphn6kV-E-BdmGXZC1fkvf0r15SzHNi8XZN19o3Ddzr8-WqGJxe1OPYFYUYR_VV9A_DRD-OxxupLrOBlbgGGVggQi1KOIBh__qmB33dAPgRZipxVrgHHcJ-M9nf8pVBje8=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6avNJ_cyuG9msZ24MEKat47ldSbXDglKI2_Qs4AKunWKiSX38aFW0V6MRqEbYv3maKHQaCN59yzvym9xDeHPlyhpXt4eWk1tpKuKEmSzIh_hs748xRgrYSNojlkZWR6RxVjqXPOaRBJ-gtq_9cf05d4VMiCow4qWtbADX0nhIFzKnC5rMvO5Rr2CqkqEhUg9dnB2ypvoaGJ2FrBc7Ju48kRZRJilPyQqZ8sg1MIGiz3664kqhg6qS_1DtvA2FnCobUjjqs64MwH5r0CpPOkjE-qAFL_Q5WzG5_iG_vYr97PIaZnaxiqXNdWksTjLK8yTwpIUsMd-6RLitHbHsrIRC4X0iY4V4ca13t9mXplGPG-Lv9TDAGPTSJzy7mS8Kg56A79krDVYSs7lOaHFpsliDrpY34aGzG8ox8ITx482bLoMl56-YL7yaMEo=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
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Please join us for the celebration of the Hispanic 
Heritage Mass, on Friday, September 18, 2026, at 
7 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
Metuchen. Before the Mass, we will pray the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet starting at 6:20 pm.  
  
We encourage people to wear your traditional 
costume to represent your Hispanic heritage and 
enjoy a cultural reception after Mass. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

  

 

XI Conference of the Asociation of Hispanic Pastoral 
Musicians of the United State 

  

 

The Diocese of Metuchen, in collaboration with the 
National Association of Hispanic Pastoral Musicians, 
will host the XI Conference "Singing the Greatness of 
the Lord" on Friday, September 25 from 7:00 pm to 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 26, 2026, from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at the Pastoral Center in 
Piscataway. This conference will offer an opportunity 
for reflection, prayer, and formation for music directors, 
choir members, and instrumentalists serving in our 
parishes and ecclesial movements. 
For more information 

visit https://www.diometuchen.org/musicoshispanos 

  

 

 

  

 

Stay in Touch With Us!! 
  

 

Click the button to sign-up to receive monthly, information regarding the Hispanic Diocesan 
events and other resources for our community.  

Hispanic Office Newsletter 

 

 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6ahK1niL7LYGSct18h2aLq40OkkuPeqpm8wfYRuKss5GlZPHLIBt7QYQzy-JIIyK0ml1a1U6wzSY9l7XPLKYcES6BnVG8LoIqvftZh3sSo3ZJ4AP1EDXV7BaVEOPzQ72zkg==&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6ahK1niL7LYGSt_QOllE-wFKxk6XsHmfDA2PPIpP_aLvDvTOW6F0dOTbcREqVVQAN5NL4_TYZ3J5tnWeSV8lG1Mv1tCfpZ9gnkaavcMcF-ixgtgh_EqffU_u1uMO7Nfw0gktk6X-TqULBdxjbjd6xHPNQhY_Mt5pP_nDzuMepC629aJPVNoo3tXWkLxLhGphal4TncPPaRfb3B2WP9o9SBXpQcyzWczcCGhrEQD5ATz0f_7-N8SzbfjFdFAKy--zoVugCzpaJea6F0rcz-6prDD4=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==


Office of Multi-Cultural Ministries 
 

  

Click for More 
Information 

 

 

  

More Info Here! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sr. Miriam Perez, SSC 
Coordinator for Multicultural Ministries 
732-529-7933 
mperez@diometuchen.org 

  

 

 

Office of Divine Worship 
 

Guidelines During the Period of Sede Vacante 

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6ahK1niL7LYGSFykNs9tlbQ2-1PpwKzYVQggIbj82UtJwDcFGma_8Yzx9062JxeTR9_Bn9lV6Uihh6xfGYmdEM1u-AAD9r7XD4HsayzCoDY4eGCsRFsYpzqEU48nPejDO3A==&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6ahK1niL7LYGSFykNs9tlbQ2-1PpwKzYVQggIbj82UtJwDcFGma_8Yzx9062JxeTR9_Bn9lV6Uihh6xfGYmdEM1u-AAD9r7XD4HsayzCoDY4eGCsRFsYpzqEU48nPejDO3A==&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6avNJ_cyuG9msnePB_nYORl_cNwpgXVWOrThze7Yj4DoVJMwAIrTUDTRy7llHfpkgMztyJEqM4PrKXMQIyCm482WzTGd9It60-_bnLXYCYTlsZDdsJ-17nQLN0b175JiukUswSPtB5jVYOKZgHZUlLQU=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
mailto:mperez@diometuchen.org


During the period of Sede Vacante you can find liturgical guidance at the following 
page: https://diometuchen.org/sede-vacante. 

  

 

St. Francis Indulgence 
On January 10, 2026, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV declared a 
special Jubilee Year of Saint Francis on the occasion of the 
800th Anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi. This 
jubilee calls every faithful Christian, following the example of 
the Saint of Assisi, to “become a model of holiness of life and 
a constant witness of peace”. The Apostolic Penitentiary, in 
accordance with the will of the Holy Father, granted a plenary 
indulgence on this occasion during the period of January 10, 
2026 to January 10, 2027. 
The indulgence can be obtained under the ordinary conditions 

and by making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan conventual church or a Place of Worship 
dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi (e.g., our Cathedral) or connected to him and then 
participate in a liturgical celebrations or spend at least a reasonable period of time in 
pious meditation and raise prayers to God. 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
Rev. Timothy M. Eck, II 

Director, Office of Divine Worship 
732-562-2435 

teck@diometuchen.org 

 

  

 

Office of Liturgical Music 
 

  

  

https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnrfAnKpQbCwzUll_OKZeqEJ3LVQMQ1gM0hlPiR0aH_zQciKWvJ6alkMChdlxxC29VduB25MF9w3tEp4q_XraKAOlL7m7rsjTVvTy78jsQlJYm1KD2panyumqzZCeynNhEwHGPFe4GoJn-zh6BA7xrzVhLGhnvxDZYeifCLlZcw=&c=kobpLQYQ7DNU_0YcX7lDE3M7Q3fDqZMtjwn8cmmRUuE30ogyE00hSQ==&ch=pjMZ342LJeeBD4vgTlk9j57vmbsyT0JKJtUdnxfPxqjjS5QiZDi3xw==
mailto:teck@diometuchen.org


Christopher Deibert 
Director, Liturgical Music 
732-243-4579 
cdeibert@diometuchen.org 

  

 

 

Homeschool Ministry 
 

  

 

 
Rev. Gilbert Starcher 

Coordinator, Homeschool Ministry 

gstarcher@diometuchen.org 

 

  

 

Office for Discipleship Formation for Children 
 

  

CLICK TO 

REGISTER 

 

 

  

CLICK TO 
REGISTER 

 

 

  

CLICK TO 
REGISTER 
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REGISTER 

 

 

 
Jill Kerekes 

Director, Office of Discipleship Formation for Children 
732-529-7930 

jkerekes@diometuchen.org 

 

  

 

 

  

Office of Vocations 
 

Diocesan Discernment Groups: 
  
Middle School [Every 3rd Friday @ 6pm] - Blue Army Shrine, Asbury (Holy House) 
(Parents welcome) 
High School / Quo Vadis [Every 2nd Saturday @ 2pm, starts after Quo Vadis] - 
Discernment House, Highland Park (Parents welcome) 
Young Adult / Melchizedek Project [6 consecutive Saturdays per phase during the 
Rutgers semester @ 7:30am, starts Jan. 24] - St. Peter Church Hall, New Brunswick (4 
Phases in total of 6 weeks each) 

 

  

 

Adoration for Vocations 
Please contact the Vocations office if your parish is available once during 2026 to host the 
Diocesan monthly "Adoration for Vocations" Holy Hour. 
 

 

Office of Vocations weblink: 
https://diometuchen.org/vocations 
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Rev. Gilbert Starcher 

Director, Office of Vocations 

gstarcher@diometuchen.org 
 

 

  

 

Office of Evangelization 
 

  

 

At 10:30 AM on Wednesday, October 21st, 
Very Rev. Jonathan S. Toborowsky 
Administrator, Diocese of Metuchen, will 
celebrate the 24th Annual Blue Mass at the 
Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen. 
Gathered together with local, county, state, and 
federal law enforcement officials, we will honor 
and pray for those law enforcement officials of 
all faiths who live and work in the Diocese of 
Metuchen. 
  
All are welcome to attend. A special row will be 
reserved for officers and their children. 
  
To reserve attendance, call Tiffany Workman at 
732-243-4581 or 
visit https://www.diometuchen.org/bluemass 
Text Link 

  

 

  

 

Adam Carlisle 
Secretary for Evangelization and Communication 

732-529-7937 
acarlisle@diometuchen.org 

 

  

 

The Catholic Spirit 
 

 Catholic Spirit - August Pastoral Newsletter 
Our July issue is out and includes coverage of the recent 
Ordinations and celebrates 13 priest jubilarians including 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Bootkoski who is celebrating his 
Diamond Jubilee. We also celebrated Luz Escobar, 
valued staff member in the Office of Hispanic 
Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry, who recently 
became an American Citizen. Her story tells of her 
journey from Colombia to Citizenship. We also have two 
great high school lacrosse articles and a brief story on St. 
Joseph graduate Karl-Anthony Towns who helped the 
Knicks win their first NBA title in 53 years – and lots more. 
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Our August issue is in progress and, among a host of other stories, will include an article 
from Father Jay Toborowsky on what’s involved in choosing a Bishop, coverage of 
Celebrate Life: A morning for grandparents and seniors, and a story about Chloe 
Berwick, a Rutger’s Catholic Center student who was recognized as the winner of the 
inaugural Carlo Acutis Scholarship during the Catholic Media Association conference in 
Atlantic City in June. 
And then there is SHERLOCK, still honing his undercover skills! In total we have had 
nine winners since he showed up in our May issue. Look for winners’ names on the 
diocesan events page in every issue. 

  

 

The e-edition of The Catholic Spirit may be viewed at  
https://catholicspirit.com/e-edition, while archived issues from 2019 until the present 
may be viewed at: https://issuu.com/dioceseofmetuchen 

  

 

 

Office of Communications and Public Relations 
 

“No Half Saints” 

 

A New Youth and Young Adults Podcast! 
 
The Diocese of Metuchen is pleased to announce that it has 
launched a new podcast entitled “No Half Saints,” hosted by 
Jay Donofrio, diocesan director of the Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. The name, “No Half Saints,” comes 

from a St. Thérèse of Lisieux quote: “You cannot be a half saint. You must be a whole saint or 
no saint at all.” 
 
The main goal of the podcast is to bring people into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ by 
highlighting the youth and young adult ministry leaders throughout the diocese. It is our hope 
that “No Half Saints” will inspire faith-filled young adults to get more involved in their parishes. 
Guests will include youth and young adult ministers, priests, religious, music ministers, 
speakers, and more. 
 
New episodes will be released every other week on the “No Half Saints” YouTube channel, 
which can be found at https://www.youtube.com/@NoHalfSaints. Episodes will also be 
released on the Diocesan YouTube page, which can be found 
at http://www.youtube.com/@DioceseofMetuchen. 
 
For more information about the “No Half Saints” podcast, which is consecrated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, please check out the full-length article in the August issue of The Catholic Spirit. 
Of course, if anyone has any questions about the podcast, or would like to suggest future 
guests, please contact Jay Donofrio at jdonofrio@diometuchen.org. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Good News Known  
 
The Office of Communications and Public Relations is committed to making the Good News 
known and telling the story of the Diocese of Metuchen, which includes telling the stories of our 
parishes, schools, ministries and the faithful. Do you have a positive, inspiring story to share 
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about an individual within our local Church of Metuchen? Is your parish doing something that 
lights a fire in the heart of our part of the world? We want to hear from you! 
We invite you to share your news with us by emailing communications@diometuchen.org and, 
as always, news@catholicspirit.com. 

 

  

 

  

Catholic Charities 
 

  

 

Looking for a meaningful way to give back to 
your community? The Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Metuchen Thrift Store in 
Phillipsburg is looking for enthusiastic 
volunteers to join our team! 
Whether you love organizing, enjoy helping 
people, or want to gain some retail 
experience, we have a place for you. 

 When: Fridays from 11:00 A.M. – 
3:30 P.M. 

 Where: 383 South Main St, 
Phillipsburg, NJ 

 Help With: Organizing donations, 
assisting customers, and the sale of 
items. 

No experience needed! Ready to make an 
impact? Reach out to Maria Hunter today to 
learn more or sign up: Call: (732) 387-1315 
Email: mhunter@ccdom.org 

 

  

 

Tiffany Workman 
Communications Specialist 
732-243-4581 
tworkman@diometuchen.org 
 

  

 

 

Office for Persons with Disabilities 
 

  

 

Rev. John Hillier, Ph.D 
Director, Office for Persons with Disabilities 

(732) 243-4580 
catholicswithdisabilities@gmail.com 

 

  

 

Office of Religious and Consecrated Life 
 

mailto:communications@diometuchen.org
mailto:news@catholicspirit.com
mailto:mhunter@ccdom.org
mailto:tworkman@diometuchen.org
mailto:catholicswithdisabilities@gmail.com


For more information on Religious and Consecrated Life, please contact Judith Gonzalez-
Matias below: 
 
Judith Gonzalez-Matias 
Executive Assistant, Office of Clergy and Religious Personnel 
(732) 562-2457 jgonzalezmatias@diometuchen.org 

 

 


