October 2026: News, Resources & Upcoming Diocesan Events

This pastoral newsletter includes news, events and resources. For recurring events, please
see the individual office newsletter.

Office of Human Life & Dignity

UPCOMING EVENTS

Life Chain - Oct. 4, 2026

LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of pro-life individuals standing
for 90 minutes praying for our nation and for an end to abortion. It is a visual statement
of solidarity by participants of all faiths, especially the Christian community, that abortion
kills children and that the Church supports the sanctity of human life from the moment
of conception until natural death.

Official locations can be found at: https://diometuchen.org/events/lifechain2026
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October is Respect Life Month. The 2026 Respect Life Month resources have been
developed to assist you in helping parishioners understand and value the gift of human life
and become engaged with building a culture that cherishes every human life.

FREE resources are available to help your parish, school, or ministry inspire Catholics in your
local community.

Materials include:
Poster
Reflection
Prayer Card
Graphics
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and more!

You can use the provided materials to help build a culture of life in your parish.

View Materials

NJ BISHOPS' NEW JERSEY
MASS FOR LI F E MARCH < LIFE

TthSday, OCtObef 8' 2026 | 930 am *The NJ Rally & March for Life will
Cathedral of St. Mary of the ASSUﬂ'IptIOﬂ begin at 11 am at the Statehouse Annex,
151 N. Warren Street, Trenton a short walk from the Cathedral

DIOCESAN BUS TRIP

TO TRENTON, DEPARTING FROM PISCATAWAY

Travel as a group to the Mass & March!
Bus registration is $20 per passenger.

o Reserve your spot now! Seating is limited.
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Sign up for the Mass HERE

Will your parish be sending a bus down to the NJ Rally and
March in Trenton?

If so, please let us know by emailing
magnese@diometuchen.org, and don’t forget to register
your bus with NJ March for Life!

A bus will be departing from the St. John Neumann Pastoral

Center at 7:15am. Space is limited! Register by visiting:
https://diometuchen.org/humanlifeanddignity
Text Link
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~ Event Highlights
« Fellowship & Music
« Hot Brunch
« Prayer & Reflection

nity for more information.
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PEAKER: Danielle Bean

Sign up here!

Feminine Genius Brunch
Saturday, October 24, 2026
9:30 AM-12:30 PM
St. John Neumann Pastoral Center

Mark your calendars for the 2026
Feminine Genius Brunch! Join women
from across the diocese for a morning of
fellowship, reflection, and
encouragement—an  opportunity  to
gather as women and to reflect on and
celebrate our unique qualities as women.
Inspired by St. John Paul II's vision of the
“feminine genius,” this gathering invites
women of all ages to more deeply
discover the unique ways they are called
to enrich the world.

Healing the Wounds of Abortion

The psychological and spiritual wounds of abortion can be
sharp, deep, and crippling. You may feel a profound
numbness—or not be able to name the pain or recognize any of
the symptoms. But you are not alone. Our weekend retreat will
help you experience the mercy and compassion of God and
discover hope for your future. In a safe, confidential, non-
judgmental group environment, you can grieve your loss while
understanding and releasing any feelings of anger, shame, or
regret you may have. Our retreats also help fathers or
grandparents of an aborted child transform pain into hope.

Experience healing and hope.

2026 Trenton, NJ, Weekend Retreat
o November 13-15, 2026
For more information, contact

Judy Warenkiewicz at (732) 536-6871.
Allinquiries are strictly confidential.

E%ﬁ

Post-Abortion Healing
Weekend Retreat

Are you struggling from an abortion? This
retreat will help you move beyond any
guilt, shame, or anger you have.
Experience God's mercy and compassion
in a safe, confidential, non-judgmental
group environment.

November 13-15, 2026
Contact Judy Warenkiewicz at

(732) 536-6871
Text

Download Flyer

WORD OF LIFE
Special Edition-
Stop the Spread of the Abortion Pill
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This Stop the Spread of the Abortion Pill parish leader kit is a special edition of the
Word of Life. This edition is not month-specific and is dedicated to providing resources
surrounding the abortion pill.

The edition contains a special feature section highlighting resources, intercessions for
the Prayer of the Faithful, links to prayers and educational resources, and quotes and
graphics for bulletins, newsletters, websites, and social media.

Join Us in Prayer!

The USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities is inviting Catholics to join a focused
effort of prayer and action to stop the spread of abortion pills by invoking the
intercession of St. Joseph, Defender of Life. Join us in prayer from now until the end of

October!
Know Your Rights.

Continue to Pray. OW. -\v@uq
AR AN

On August 20, 2026, New Jersey
Governor Mikie Sherrill signed
S2260/A2218 into law, legislation
which is intended to strengthen
New Jersey's protections for
individuals seeking, providing or
assisting with reproductive health
care services, including abortion
and gender-affirming health care
services. For more information
regarding how this affects pro-life

activities such as peaceful protests LEARN MORE AT
and prayer vigils near clinics, click !
here or — NEW JERSEY

.. . . CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
visit: https://njcatholic.org/s2260- IJ

and-pro-life-activities.



https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVbjCeUbSGPelKfFIxz9qMY38DENal_UM_C7GxeKROD9zGCObhHMj3MIu9v-OJO7OvM5A-OJs1Fk0-SixBpfRHv-0pFh4tSiopoVmgpltTn8eTNGYttMLxQP351gNre92gSwrrLs7usLOmWEWukeIGSmr7yIkP9lxLmvha19CcnplPrTiIdprZ5w=&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVbjCeUbSGPelnodCfrbIg-jTxAg_gSz5iawX5SYfJVkY7oG7bQ6j61XuLk6PQxoHK7wMqYepbgQAkRHcg6cItoJVl2zX6-DHGQs4fGSymxKPlhmzOOk7KBSYwRsqbsg7cQ==&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVbjCeUbSGPelt3b7VqZZ9gs6aXTf0Xn2peXuIvn9knmm32fzVTdKHGSoUnE4bVJ7-jJXRLBPkLDH-BQ6C5f9AxuBITNSG94BS4qrP44SbF4XRrO4yVVtvV45vtkR-OqL_Jx4mcgj8ssH&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVbjCeUbSGPelt3b7VqZZ9gs6aXTf0Xn2peXuIvn9knmm32fzVTdKHGSoUnE4bVJ7-jJXRLBPkLDH-BQ6C5f9AxuBITNSG94BS4qrP44SbF4XRrO4yVVtvV45vtkR-OqL_Jx4mcgj8ssH&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVbjCeUbSGPelg-ba20nuFLiRP6BY_QZTx7flsTgXuPY8lkk22c3lkhxrgcLc5gNWPuddflHoWsysH0dRfFQQaI7Yw7SCA5p1PG8AlweJRhhelfvNndPvTd6ECmI_yxqYWBcRk2PBsh4LGzEfgsfZLS1DgZzycjTvCeJBPZ0ktP60pY-BN_V3_wy97jeZJ7LwrA==&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==

Visit our Website

Jennifer A. Ruggiero, M.A.

Secretary, Secretariat for Family and Pastoral Life
Director, Office of Human Life & Dignity

(732) 562-1990

jruggiero@diometuchen.org

Maria Agnese

Program Coordinator

(732) 562-1990
magnese@diometuchen.org

Office of OCIA

Rebuild My Church DREfEUOiLfﬁ R
A series of OCIA Formation events MY CHURCH cicuimenare
focused on the stages of the

catechumenate

In Honor of the Jubilee of St. Francis, the
Diocese of Metuchen is hosting a series of
events for all OCIA Directors and their team
members. All three sessions will run from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., beginning with Holy
Mass. Breakfast and lunch will also be
served.

Registration is required: $35 per person.
Discounts are available for groups, or for
those registering for all three events. Please
click on the link below for more details.
Text Link

SCANTO REGISTER

Registration and More info HERE

Questions? Concerns? Please contact Adam Carlisle, Secretary for Evangelization and
Communication, at acarlisle@diometuchen.org or 732-529-7936.

Contact: For questions pertaining to OCIA, please contact rcia@diometuchen.org
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Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Diocesan Youth Day 2027!

April 17th, 2027
Save the date!

10:30AM-5:00PM HOLY MASS!

EUCHARSTIC ADORATION!

1
25 PER YOUTH LIVE MUSIC AND GAME|S.
GRADES: 8-12 FOOD SPONSORSHIP!

' ST. JOHN NEUMANN CENTER IN PISCATAWAY

Jay Donofrio

Director, Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
(732)-243-4576

jdonofrio@diometuchen.org

Ongoing Faith Formation




Maria Agnese

Program Coordinator

(732) 562-1990
magnese@diometuchen.org

Office of Family Life

s Surviving Divorce
'a METUCHEN

SURVIVING DIVORCE Sept. 30 — Nov. 18

“Respect needs 0 be shown especially for the sufferings o those who
have wnjuatly endured separation, divvorce or abandonment” - Pope Francis

FOR MEN AND WOMEN SEEKING HEALING

"Surviving Divorce" is an 8-week program for men

FROM SEPARATION OR DIVORCE and women seeking healing from separation or
'W‘E“'“°GWS;9‘W::?N3"1:':‘;Z:3°'"-*=°°"“ divorce. This series of group meetings follows a
atthe . otn Neumann PstorlCentr program based on the teachings of the Catholic
e Church, and is open to anyone who needs comfort,
&:E}Eﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁ @gs pounsel _and clarity after a divorce. For more
Deadine o egiste information, contact rachelle.hanna@gmail.com

“Surviving Divorce” s 1§ week gogea, fsteing Sept. 28 2026
3Nty-mite e s €30 week, wichcoves he

topics of:shoc, denal ange gl gut fgheness,
money, e, e et e ex spose, amument,
dating sexsalty,sprtuaty. e marge or stapng segle,
and mch more,

Life-Giving Wounds Support Group
For Adult Children of Divorce

METUCHEN
Oct. 10-Feb. 6 SUPPORT GROUP

FOR ADULT CHILDREN OF
DIVORCE OR SEPARATION \ P

This small group will provide support for adult
children of separation or divorce, exploring
themes of grieving, identity, faith, love,
forgiveness, and more. Two in-person
sessions and the rest are virtual. For more
information, please visit:
https://diometuchen.org/adult-children-of-

: A s
Molly.Moltan mail.com

divorce e o 5
OR CONTACT LGW

@ wwwiifegivingwounds.ora @) @ifegiving wounds
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V) Oct. 9-11, 2026 Marriage Encounter
marriage encounter Oct. 9-11, 2026

Get away to the shore together this fall!

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend

* Location: St. Joseph By the Sea, A Worldwide Marriage

R e e et gives you the time and tools to enrich your
prsiidiiorhi L g Tl marriage, deepen communication, and nourish

* Non-residential: commute from and nourish the spirituality
home or stay nearby in a hotel in your marriage.

the spirituality in your marriage. The next local
retreat will take place Oct 9-11, 2026 at St.
Joseph By the Sea in Mantoloking, NJ.

| ————

Call Tom & Ruth DeFalco (732-904-9636) to
apply and learn more.
X
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Virtual Book Study for Women "
In anticipation of author, Danielle Bean's, '
visit to the Diocese in October, the Virtual ﬁ{m‘t
Women's Group will discuss her book, "You
Are Enough: What Women of the Bible
Teach You About Your Mission and Worth"
each Sunday at 2:30 p.m. On Zoom
beginning on September 13th. Purchase of
the book is required for attendance. To join,
please contact Cristina at
cdaverso@diometuchen.org

Each Sunday on Zoom at 2:30 P.M.

tember 13th

% Virtual Book Study for Catholic

&,%a&'p Puerd Parents
B?S,!(ms:rgPY 2 Parents are invited to a virtual bi-monthly
M discussion of the book, “The Temperament God
ik e Gave Your Kids” beginning on September 25th.
@ swrsoem SAab. Meetings take place 2 Fridays per month from
o KIDS 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. To register, please
o e contact Cristina at cdaverso@diometuchen.org

To register, contact
Q cdaverso@diometuchen.org
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ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION

OCTOBER 18,2026 - 3:00 PM

Couples celebrating their 5th, 25th, 50th or 50+ wedding
anniversaries are invited to attend this special prayer service.
Register by October 12. Free-will offerings are appreciated as
support for the mission of the Office of Family Life.
For questions, please email magnese@diometuchen.org
or call 732-562-1543.

Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi
32 Elm Ave. Metuchen, NJ 08840

Register by October 12th!

Additional Info HERE

New Marriage Catechumenate

The Office of Family Life is seeking parishes willing to pilot the new Marriage
Catechumenate, as called for by the Vatican Dicastery of Laity, Family and Life. This
unique form of marriage preparation involves married couples meeting with and
mentoring engaged couples one-on-one. Pastors interested are encouraged to identify
married couples within their parishes who could serve as mentors and contact Cristina
for details at cdaverso@diometuchen.org A training for mentors will be planned for the
Fall.

Cristina D'Averso-Collins, M.T.S., M.S.P.
Director, Office of Family Life
732-562-1990
cdaverso@diometuchen.org

Office of Hispanic Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry
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Stay in Touch With Us!!

Click the button to sign-up to receive monthly, information regarding the Hispanic Diocesan
events and other resources for our community.

Hispanic Office Newsletter

Office of Multi-Cultural Ministries

No Throwaway People - Faith, Race, and the %am S
Call to Justice

Oct. 11- Nov. 15, 2026

u'QAJI."lntE AND THE CALL TO IPSEIGEPLE
Join six Zoom sessions to discuss Sacred Scripture and 4o oo o dcisSucrd S ol Socl
Catholic Social Teaching around the issues of P bt
immigration, policing and racial equity. The series will o NG
conclude with an in-person gathering of prayer, D
fellowship, and lunch at the St. John Neumann Pastoral .
Center, Piscataway, NJ. More information: Ty
https://diometuchen.org/black-catholic-history-month- Sl o i,
event Sy

More Info Here!
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FAITH, UNITY, MISSION

P B
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i +  06:00rm | sgs FOLLOWNGWITH |
MASS ‘ CELEBRATION
i presided by
A Jouoh Sermmei
) - ST JAMES
i3 = ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
- 148 Grove St
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

United States

Diocesan Multicultural Mass & Fair

r*%’i'v
r‘)a METUCHEN MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY

Nov. 7, 2026

WE ARE Join us for Holy Mass at 11:00am, followed by a
ONE IN CHRIST  festive celebration of the different ethnic groups in our
. diocesan family, sharing their food and dance. For
' MASS & FAIR RSVP and more information:
NOVEMBER 7, 2026 https://diometuchen.org/multicultural-mass-fair

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

St John Neumann Pastoral Center
146 Metlars Lane, Piscat

RSVPappreciated.
Registeryounself oragroup!

]
B

Click for More Information

Sr. Miriam Perez, SSC

Coordinator for Multicultural Ministries
732-529-7933
mperez@diometuchen.org
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Office of Divine Worship

St. Francis Indulgence

On January 10, 2026, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV
declared a special Jubilee Year of Saint Francis on the
occasion of the 800th Anniversary of the death of Saint
Francis of Assisi. This jubilee calls every faithful
Christian, following the example of the Saint of Assisi,
to “become a model of holiness of life and a constant
witness of peace”. The Apostolic Penitentiary, in
accordance with the will of the Holy Father, granted a
plenary indulgence on this occasion during the period of
January 10, 2026 to January 10, 2027.

The indulgence can be obtained under the ordinary
conditions and by making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan
conventual church or a Place of Worship dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi (e.g., our
Cathedral) or connected to him and then participate in a liturgical celebrations or spend
at least a reasonable period of time in pious meditation and raise prayers to God.

Liturgy of the Hour Publishing and Use Timeline

Starting July 1, 2026, publishers began taking pre-order for the four volume sets,
though each volume will ship incrementally. By Advent 2027 all four volumes should
have been shipped and the start of Advent 2028 the new translation becomes
mandatory.

Timeline of events:
e January 2027: Volume Il (Lent and Easter) ships
Feb 10, 2027: Volume Il may be used (Ash Wednesday)
April 2027: Volume 11l (Ordinary Time Weeks 1-17) may be shipped
May 17, 2027: Volume Il may be used (Monday after Pentecost)
July 2027: Volume IV (Ordinary Time Weeks 18-34) may be shipped
August 1, 2027: Volume IV may be used
October 2027: Volume | (Advent-Christmas) may be shipped
November 28, 2027: First Sunday of Advent -- Volume | may be used
¢ December 3, 2028: Mandatory Use on the First Sunday of Advent
Text Link

Rev. Timothy M. Eck, Il

Director, Office of Divine Worship
732-562-2435
teck@diometuchen.org

Office of Liturgical Music
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Christopher Deibert
Director, Liturgical Music
732-243-4579
cdeibert@diometuchen.org

Homeschool Ministry

Join homeschooling families from across the diocese for the special Mass and
Blessing of Roses held each year at the Carmelite Monastery in Flemington in honor of the
Feast of St. Therese, October 1t at 7:30pm.

Carmelite Monastery

26 Harmony School Road
Flemington, NJ 08822
Add text and link it

Rev. Gilbert Starcher
Coordinator, Homeschool Ministry
gstarcher@diometuchen.org

Office for Discipleship Formation for Children

PL Formation Day

Evangelizilr‘llg Parents
as
Foundation The Four Last Things
. , for . Part I - October 17
Family Faith Formation Part II - October 31

Can’t make both sessions? No problem!
Dr. Marylynn Wesson You can complete the workshop on-line.

Attendance at this in-person event is equivalent to
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 L b

10:00 AM - 2:30PM
<4 doors opon @930
4 Mussat s

4 coffec ight broaiiast & knchwil be served

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center
St John Neumann Pastoral Canter, 146 Metlans Lane Piscatavay, NJ 08854

[ —

CLICK TO REGISTER CLICK TO REGISTER
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Jill Kerekes

Director, Office of Discipleship Formation for Children
732-529-7930

jkerekes@diometuchen.org

Office of Vocations

New Applicants

The Office of Vocations is ready to assist young men in discerning their call to the priesthood
or other vocation. Please remind young men who are interested, that the window for 2027
seminary applications generally begins closing around the new year, so it is important to get in
touch sooner than later, so we have time to help them discern with clarity.

Discerners

Currently we have several discernment groups in different stages of progress, locations, and
age groups. If a young man in your parish, High school aged — 40, is interested in the
priesthood, please contact Rev. Gilbert Starcher and we will find a suitable group for him to
join.

There is an elementary school aged group that meets at the Blue Army Shrine Holy House at
6PM, 3" Fridays. All walk-ins are welcome with their parents, who must attend with them.

Vocations Awareness Week

November 15t -7t This year coincides with All Saints Day, providing a great opportunity to
preach about vocations at Mass, and teach about vocations in the classroom.
A bulletin insert can be purchased here:

A nice classroom activity for middle schoolers can be purchased here:
Vocations Ministry Teams

We are in the process of meeting with pastors and helping restart parish Vocations Ministry
Teams, which are an important part of our vocations strategy. Please contact Rev. Gilbert
Starcher, if your parish is ready to start/restart a team. There are several parishes with very
active teams and it seems the key is choosing the right person to lead.

Holy Hours for Vocations

A holy hour will take place monthly, in a different parish, during 2027. This can be a success if
individual parishes promote the monthly holy hour to their parishioners and especially parish
groups. It is the plan to have a holy hour occur at least once in every parish over the next few
years, in order to promote vocations, and bring a sign of hope to parishioners in places that
don’t often host a summer seminarian.

Please contact the Office of Vocations by emailing Rev. Gilbert Starcher, Vocations Director:
GStarcher@diometuchen.org


mailto:jkerekes@diometuchen.org
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVab8Avkv6zJph7barenFyN1ldPAtJuOrJZf08PnW5mWhMF9PWAs8tCrQYIDKViKviBgtj5WqMhDPphICcy_iGCkVizTamHMa8ktKPNY11GtSFuoAHz9KwwQqXubPYOU896rMGz0TpTUulplNROTfga4=&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVab8Avkv6zJph7barenFyN1ldPAtJuOrJZf08PnW5mWhMF9PWAs8tCrQYIDKViKviBgtj5WqMhDPphICcy_iGCkVizTamHMa8ktKPNY11GtSFuoAHz9KwwQqXubPYOU896rMGz0TpTUulplNROTfga4=&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==
https://d5766leab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an1NgWjwL3kY3zLC4x_TOLrgk1c2OX9hYgbCTNlLaAbmnu5h30tPVab8Avkv6zJpcR3C57rkbssYYxeAU4bqX0_D0CoxrTqj1RQdYIgefgQHpd-8JsZZuitft_m5HokhKsosMurMnCY9ckQzM1yKyDDigj63bpqItaf33p-UATEA2P_hphIKEg2Azc_-pDtLkpyTUgrsGu1inetwDfxV84sSGeC_UVCJ&c=UTi6vpLFM2Cw0x4DSzrysQMaw1il5f9boES_lDyS7hyHVQpjsVAj5g==&ch=C_nHG7KHZ-RG4P26zpHMFtIfw-0uIZ5Ub60sDmG0YpKEbuvVJudEVw==

Diocesan Discernment Groups:

Middle School [Every 3rd Friday @ 6pm] - Blue Army Shrine, Asbury (Holy House)
(Parents welcome)

High School / Quo Vadis [Every 2nd Saturday @ 2pm, starts after Quo Vadis] -
Discernment House, Highland Park (Parents welcome)

Young Adult / Melchizedek Project [6 consecutive Saturdays per phase during the
Rutgers semester @ 7:30am, starts Jan. 24] - St. Peter Church Hall, New Brunswick (4
Phases in total of 6 weeks each)

Adoration for Vocations
Please contact the Vocations office if your parish is available once during 2026 to host the
Diocesan monthly "Adoration for Vocations" Holy Hour.

Office of Vocations weblink:
https://diometuchen.org/vocations

Rev. Gilbert Starcher
Director, Office of Vocations
gstarcher@diometuchen.org

Office of Evangelization

After careful consideration and
consultation with diocesan leadership,

i\@ y the decision has been made to cancel
u'. this year’s Blue Mass.
While we will certainly miss coming

w
together to honor and pray for our law
TR O AL A L Gl enforcement and first responders this
THE OCTOBER 21-22 EVENTS OF THE INSTALLATION OF BISHOP year, we look forward to resuming our
SAPORITO, THE DECISION WAS MADE TO CANCEL THIS YEAR'S annual Blue Mass next year—with His
BLUE MASS. Excellency, Bishop Saporito, celebrating
alongside us!

WE REGRET THIS NECESSARY DECISION AND LOOK FORWARD TO
RESUMING OUR DIOCESE'S ANNUAL BLUE MASS TRADITION Please keep our first responders and

REALTERS. our new Bishop-Designee in your

prayers during this exciting chapter for
our diocese.

May God bless you and keep you and
your families safe. Saint Michael the
Archangel, pray for us.
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Traveling Eucharistic Rosary Congress

The Diocese of Metuchen, once again,
will be hosting a Traveling Eucharistic
Rosary Congress on October 3-9, 2026.
This event is seven days and nights of
continuous Eucharistic Adoration in which
the Holy Rosary is prayed aloud at the
top of every hour, day and night, without
interruption. The ERC is a sustained act
of communal prayer before Our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament, offered for the
conversion of sinners, the consecration of
our nation, and the triumph of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. While the
attached flyer includes eight
parishes/venues from five of our eight
deaneries, you should know that we are
still looking for parishes who would like to
participate in this year's Congress. We
have included a QR code on this year’s
flyer, so that our parishioners can access
the complete schedule online. If your
parish is interested in participating, even
if it is just for a few hours, please contact
Adam Carlisle, Secretary for
Evangelization and Communication at
acarlisle@diometuchen.org. Updates to

Salunia October 3, 2026
* National Blue Army Shrine [Morris Canal)

ALY
S' METUCHEN

Traveling Eucharistic
Rosary Congress

October 8-9, 2026

Sunday, October 4, 2026
Our Lady of Fatima [Middlebrook)

Monday, October 5, 2025
Our Lady of Peace (Forsgate)
1730 US Highway Rt. 130,

Followed by A

Tuesday, October 6, 2026

7:00 p. ing
Followed by Adoration
Thursday, October 8, 2026

* 5t. John the Evangelist (1
st St

Followed by Adoration
Eriday, October 9, 2026
* Shrine Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament (County Seat)
52 West Somerset Street, Raritan
For more information, pleasel
Adam Carlisle, Secretary for £
at acarfisle@diometuchen.a

the diocesan website (https://diometuchen.org/traveling-eucharistic-rosary-congress) will be

made in real time, so please let us know if your parish would like to participate. Thank you.

Secretary for Evangelization and Communication

Adam Catrlisle

732-529-7937
acarlisle@diometuchen.org

The Catholic Spirit
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Catholic Spirit - October Pastoral Newsletter

Our Sept issue is out, and includes a special section
for the 25" anniversary of 9/11, beautiful reflections
on the Season of Creation, a center spread for Back
to School and a variety of new articles, Church and
Holy Father news, and some great high school
sports stories. If you haven'’t received your issue,
you can pick one up in The Catholic Spirit office.

Our October issue, now in progress, will feature a
wide variety of articles and events, as well as a
Welcome Bishop Saporito supplement. We have
extended the publishing date to Oct. 26 so we can
include Bishop’s installation Mass in the supplement.

And given the growing interest in finding Sherlock, we have extended our potential
winners from three to five for each issue. September’s issue will be a real challenge!

The e-edition of The Catholic Spirit

may be Viewed at LIKE and FOLLOW us on:
https://catholicspirit.com/e-edition, We © oo e catmoiespie
while archived issues from 2019 until
. - @CathSpiri
the present may be viewed at: LIKE ® TN
https://issuu.com/dioceseofmetuchen yO'LI! @ itctioiam - @CathSpii

“No Half Saints”
A New Youth and Young Adults Podcast!

The Diocese of Metuchen is pleased to announce that it has
launched a new podcast entitled “No Half Saints,” hosted by
Jay Donofrio, diocesan director of the Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry. The name, “No Half Saints,” comes
from a St. Thérése of Lisieux quote: “You cannot be a half saint. You must be a whole saint or
no saint at all.”

The main goal of the podcast is to bring people into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ by
highlighting the youth and young adult ministry leaders throughout the diocese. It is our hope
that “No Half Saints” will inspire faith-filled young adults to get more involved in their parishes.
Guests will include youth and young adult ministers, priests, religious, music ministers,
speakers, and more.

New episodes will be released every other week on the “No Half Saints” YouTube channel,
which can be found at https://www.youtube.com/@NoHalfSaints. Episodes will also be
released on the Diocesan YouTube page, which can be found at
http://www.youtube.com/@DioceseofMetuchen.

For more information about the “No Half Saints” podcast, which is consecrated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, please check out the full-length article in the August issue of The Catholic Spirit.
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Of course, if anyone has any questions about the podcast, or would like to suggest future
guests, please contact Jay Donofrio at jdonofrio@diometuchen.org.

Making the Good News Known

The Office of Communications and Public Relations is committed to making the Good News
known and telling the story of the Diocese of Metuchen, which includes telling the stories of our
parishes, schools, ministries and the faithful. Do you have a positive, inspiring story to share
about an individual within our local Church of Metuchen? Is your parish doing something that
lights a fire in the heart of our part of the world? We want to hear from you!

We invite you to share your news with us by emailing communications@diometuchen.org and,
as always, news@catholicspirit.com.

Catholic Charities

: Looking for a meaningful way to give back to
( CHARITTES t

s your community? The Catholic Charities,

VOL““TEEHS Diocese of Metuchen Thrift Store in

NEEDED
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Phillipsburg is looking for enthusiastic
volunteers to join our team!
Wlale didftrence

Whether you love organizing, enjoy helping
people, or want to gain some retalil
experience, we have a place for you.
e When: Fridays from 11:00 A.M. —
3:30 P.M.
e Where: 383 South Main St,
Phillipsburg, NJ
e Help With: Organizing donations,
assisting customers, and the sale of
items.
No experience needed! Ready to make an
impact? Reach out to Maria Hunter today to
learn more or sign up: Call: (732) 387-1315
Email: mhunter@ccdom.org

' Organizing donations
‘ Assisting customers
No experience

. Sale of items needed

CALL OR EMAIL MARIA HUNTER

(732)387—1315 mhunter@ccdom.org

Tiffany Workman
Communications Specialist
732-243-4581
tworkman@diometuchen.org

Office for Persons with Disabilities
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Rev. John Hillier, Ph.D

Director, Office for Persons with Disabilities
(732) 243-4580
catholicswithdisabilities@gmail.com

Office of Religious and Consecrated Life

For more information on Religious and Consecrated Life, please contact Judith Gonzalez-
Matias below:

Judith Gonzalez-Matias
Executive Assistant, Office of Clergy and Religious Personnel
(732) 562-2457 jgonzalezmatias@diometuchen.org
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